|

Jearwater

Omega Contact: Clearwater Contact:
Chrissa Pullicino Julia Church
845.266.4444, ext. 404 845.265.8080, ext. 7112
ChrissaP@eOmega.org Julia@Clearwater.org

OMEGA TO AWARD $10,000 GRANT TO CLEARWATER

Omega Breaks New Ground by Offering its
First Annual Leadership in Sustainable Education Award

HUDSON VALLEY, NY, June 8, 2012 — Omega Institubeme of the award-winnin@mega Center for
Sustainable Living (OCSI oday announced the creation of a new annualdt@aaicknowledge nonprofit
peers who exemplify leadership in sustainable ethrcaand who share Omega’s commitment to building
more just and sustainable world. Omega has chasgroemental champiorHudson River Sloop
Clearwater as the first recipient of the $10,000 cash aw@rdega will present the award at 10:45 a.m. on
Saturday, June 16, 2012, duri@tearwater’s annual music and environmental festv&roton-on-Hudson,
New York.

“To further our 35-year commitment to environmerst@wardship, Omega has created the 2012 Leadership
in Sustainable Education Award to recognize a ndfitmrganization that has demonstrated significant
leadership in sustainability education,” said Rob8kip” Backus, chief executive officer at Omegada
visionary behind the Omega Center for Sustainahlim.

Omega, a nonprofit organization dedicated to liigltearning through innovative educational expexsn
launched the OCSL, an environmental education camig natural water reclamation facility, in 2009e
OCSL is the first green building in America to amlé both LEED® Platinum and Living Building
Challenge™ certification, the highest standardsertily available in sustainable architectufarthermore,
the OCSL, a key initiative at Omega, serves asithierella to a wide variety of sustainability effodn
Omega’s Rhinebeck, New York campus, including almemof sustainable education programs offered
annually.

“For more than 40 years, Clearwater has playedsdnale in the Hudson River region with educationa
programs that inspire leadership in sustainabiity. are proud to support Clearwater's mission and
recognize their outstanding leadership with owstfannual Leadership in Sustainable Education Award
concluded Backus.

“Clearwater is honored to receive this recognifimm Omega Institute for our work to create a Heatt
greener, more sustainable and equitable HudsoeyaBaid Jeff Rumpf, Clearwater Executive Director
“Clearwater is working to carry forward Pete Seé&gkagacy, cultivating new and diverse environménta
activists with environmental education, watershwdraness, and stewardship training. Along with Cameg
Institute and our partners, we are building a greastainable future, one that empowers communititts
opportunities for green jobs and puts the “ecod ithe economy.”

Clearwater’s Green Cities Initiative supports addaates Hudson River communities on how to incaigor
principles of sustainability into all phases of najpal and community planning. The Green Citietiative
also calls upon civic and political leaders to ¢desthe environmental impact of long-term polieyda
infrastructure decisions and how they may affeethtbalth of Hudson River and the long-term economic
vitality of the region.
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In addition to the $10,000 grant, Clearwater wiloereceive an organizational development granafor
strategic planning retreat at Omega, to help stremgtheir organization and further its missiorea@Wwater
will also be honored at Omega’s annDaisign By Natureonference, October 19-21, 2012.

About Omega Institute for Holistic Studies

Founded in 1977, Omega Institute for Holistic Stésdis the nation’s most trusted source for wellrmess personal
growth. As a nonprofit organization, Omega offeéredse and innovative educational experiences ithegire an
integrated approach to personal and social changeated on 195 acres in the beautiful Hudson Vallayega
welcomes more than 23,000 people to its workstampderences, and retreats in Rhinebeck, New Y adkaan
exceptional locations around the worlthe Omega Center for Sustainable Living is an emvirental education center
and natural water reclamation facility on Omega’sifebeck, New York campus. The OCSL is the fiestrgbuilding
in America to achieve both LEED® Platinum and LiyBuilding Challenge™ certification — the highettredards
currently available in sustainable architecture.eT@CSL brings together wastewater recycling, cleaargy, green
architecture, and other sustainability elements ten be replicated locally and globally and prossdsustainability
education for students of all ages, professionaddicy makers, and developers. eOmega.org

About Clearwater
For over 40 years, Hudson River Sloop Clearwates been at the forefront of the environmental moveag
champion of the Hudson River, working to pass laarttrfegislation like the Clean Water Act, providiimgpovative
educational programs, environmental advocacy, andioal celebrations, including the renowned annDiarwater
Festival, to inspire, educate, and activate milasf people. Founded by music legend and envirotahactivist Pete
Seeger, the organization began with the launcihefstoop Clearwater in 1969 —a majestic replicahef sloops that
sailed the Hudson in the 18th and 19th centuriésted on the National Register of Historic Pladis 106-foot-long
sloop is among the first vessels in the U.S. taloohscience-based environmental education aboaailang ship,
creating the template for environmental educatiomgpams around the world. More than half a millipaung people
and hundreds of thousands of adults have experiethadr first real look at an estuary’s ecosystelnoard
Clearwater. The organization's strong connectioyaath, environmental education, and its agenderéate the next
generation of environmental leaders, are all pdrbailding and strengthening a Green Cities Initratfor a green
economy and a more inclusive and diverse enviroteharovement. Utilizing the greatest natural reszmuin the
region, the Hudson River, Clearwater has becomeythssroots model for producing positive changegrtdect our
planet. Clearwater.org

HHH



